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(54) Supporting structure ol sub-frame in suspension system for vehicle 



(57) A supporting structure of a sub-frame (10) for 
a suspension system contains a body frame (1), a sub- 
frame (10), elastic bushings (30,40), each having an in- 
ner cylinder (31 ) having a lower edge. And an outer cyl- 
inder (32) and an elastic member (33) are interposed 
between the inner (31) and outer cylinders (32). The 
sub-frame (1 0) is supported on the body frame via the 
elastic bushings (30,40), at least one first stay (50) ex- 
tends along the body frame, and at least one second 
stay (60) extends along the body frame in a different di- 
rection from the first stay (50). Both ends of each of the 
first and second stays respectively are supported on the 
lower edge ofthe inner cylinder and the body frame. 



Fig. 1 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 5 

[0001] The present invention relates to a supporting 
structure of a sub-frame used in a suspension system 
for a vehicle, particularly to the structure for supporting 
the sub-frame which extends in a widthwise direction of 
the vehicle and supports left and right suspension mem- 
bers through an elastic bush. 

2. Discussion of the Related Art 

[0002] Figs. 1 2, 1 3 and 1 4 are schematic drawings for 
illustrating a known supporting structure of a sub-frame 
used in a suspension system for a vehicle. An arrow in- 
dication "Fr" represents a forward direction of the vehi- 
cle, the arrow indication "L" does a leftward one seen 
from a back side of the vehicle toward a running direc- 
tion and the arrow indication "IT does an upward direc- 
tion thereof shown in the figures. 
[0003] A body frame 1 comprises a pair of main 
frames 2 and a body cross member 6. Both main frames 
2,2 are separately provided to extend in parallel with 
each other under the vehicle in a lengthwise direction 
(not shown) and to connect to the body cross member 
6. A sub-frame 10 for a suspension extends in a width- 
wise direction under the body frame 1 . 
[0004] The sub-frame 10 is integrally assembled by 
arranging in parallel crosses of a pair of front sub-frames 
11,11 separated in the widthwise direction and extended 
in the lengthwise direction and a pair of longitudinal sub- 
frames 13,13 separated in the lengthwise direction and 
extended in the widthwise direction. Housings 20,20 are 
supported on both sides of the sub-frame 10 via a so- 
called multi-link rear suspension. 
[0005] The housing 20 supports rear wheels 26 so as 
to permit rotation of the wheels 26, and is supported by 
a plurality of lateral rods 23, 24 and 25 and radius arms 
22 so as to be movable in a vertical direction . The lateral 
rods 23, 24 and 25 extend in the vehicle widthwise di- 
rection approximately in parallel with each other and 
have spaces therebetween. The radius arm 22 extends 
from the housing 20 to the vehicle front, with an end be- 
ing supported by the bottom surface of the main frame 
2 by way of a bracket 80. 

[0006] The sub-frame 10 is supported by the main 
frames 2 through elastic bushings 210 and 110. 
[0007] The elastic bushings 210 are respectively 
placed at both sides of the front sub-frame 1 1 . As shown 
in Fig. 13, which is a cross-section of a part shown in 
Fig. 1 2 cut along F-F, each elastic bushing 21 0 contains 
an inner cylinder 211 , an outer cylinder 21 2 and an elas- 
tic member 213 so as to absorb a vibration generated 
from the inner cylinder 211 and the outer cylinder 212. 
An installation bolt 230 is inserted through the inner cyl- 



inder 211. Accordingly, the inner cylinder 211 is fixed to 
the main frame 2 by the installation bolt 230 in such a 
state that an upper edge 211 b of the inner cylinder 211 
contacts a bottom face 3 of the main frame 2. The outer 
cylinder 21 2 is pressed into a bushing fitting hole 14 of 
the sub-frame 10. The elastic member 213 prevents 
noise and vibration generated from the inner cylinder 
211 and the outer cylinder 212. A washer 240 is inter- 
posed between a bottom surface 211a of the inner cyl- 
inder 211 and a bolt head 230a of the installation bolt 
230. The washer 240 restrains downward shift (dis- 
placements) of the sub-frame 10 with respect to the 
main frame 2. 

[0008] Fig. 1 4 is a cross-section cut along G-G shown 
in Fig. 12. Elastic bushings 210 with the same structure 
are provided at both sides of the rear sub-frame 12. The 
inner cylinder 211 of the elastic bushing 210 is fixed to 
the body cross member 6 by the installation bolt 232 in 
such a manner that the bottom surface 21 1 a of the inner 
cylinder 211 is linked with the body cross member 6 by 
a stay 220 which extends in the widthwise direction. 
[0009] The stay 220 is made by bending a plate so as 
to approximately form a craned shape. The stay 220 has 
an upper plate 221 supported by the body cross member 
6 by contacting a bottom face 6a; a lower plate part 222 
supported by a lower edge of the elastic bushing 210; 
and a connecting part 223 which connects the upper 
plate part 221 and the lower plate part 222. 
[0010] As shown in Fig. 12, the upper plate part 222 
of the stay 220 is fixed to the bottom face 6a by two 
fastening bolts 231 at two positions of the stay 222 
spaced apart in a lengthwise direction of the vehicle 
body.. Fig. 14 shows that the lower plate part 221 is fas- 
tened between a bolt head 232a of an installation bolt 
232 and a lower edge 211a of the inner cylinder 211 . 
[001 1 ] The stay 220 with the above-mentioned struc- 
ture is effective to maintain a supporting strength of the 
elastic bushing 210 supported between the lower edge 
21 1 a and the body cross member 6. Accordingly, the de- 
formation of the installation bolts 230 and 231, and 
hence the deformation of the bottom face 3 of the main 
frame 2 which supports the installation bolts 230 and 
231 can be restrained when a load applied to a suspen- 
sion is transmitted to the sub-frame 1 0. Thus, drivability 
and stability of the vehicle can be attained by suppress- 
ing of the displacement of the sub-frame 10. 
[001 2] However, In a case where a strong load is ap- 
plied to the sub-frame 10 in the lengthwise direction of 
the body by sudden start or acceleration on a rough 
road, or turning at a high speed, the force is transmitted 
to the outer cylinders 212 of the elastic bushings 21 0 in 
the lengthwise direction. In the above-mentioned known 
sub-frame support structure, there is a possibility that 
the supporting strength of the elastic bushings 210 is 
not sufficient to absorb such a high load, and that the 
installation bolts 230 and 232 and the bottom face 3 of 
the main frame 2 may be deformed. As a result, the inner 
cylinders 211 could be displaced in the lengthwise di- 
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rection of the body with respect to the main frame 2. 
[0013] In particular, the elastic bushings 210 which 
support both ends of the front sub-frame 1 1 are connect- 
ed with the main frame 2 by the installation bolts 230, 
each by simply screwing the end of the installation bolt 5 
230 to a nut 4 without support at the side of the bolt head 
230a. 

[0014] Accordingly, if a large force is applied to the 
sub-frame 1 0 in the lengthwise direction on either lateral 
side of the vehicle, when driving on a rough road, the 
inner cylinder 211 of the elastic bushing 21 0 at one lat- 
eral side could be displaced in the lengthwise direction 
of the vehicle body. Then, the elastic bushing 210 re- 
ceives a force in the widthwise direction, which brings 
about the displacement of the inner cylinder 211 in the 
widthwise direction, whereby the sub-frame 1 0 could be. 
displaced in any direction in a common plane with the 
main frame 2 In this case, the toe angle of the housing 
20 supported by the sub-frame 10 is also changed, 
thereby affecting the drivability and stability. 
[001 5] It is also possible to maintain the drivability and 
stability by restraining the change of the toe angle and 
by setting the elasticity of the elastic members 21 3 to a 
lower value so as to increase the strength to support the 
suspension. By this measure, however, it becomes dif- 
ficult to control the vibration and sound effects to the 
sub-frame 10 from the load applied to the suspension. 
[0016] Moreover, as shown in Fig. 12, peripheral 
equipment, for example, a fuel . tank 15, fuel-related 
members 16 such as a filler pipe 16a and a fuel pipe 
1 6b, and a braking system members 1 7 which commu- 
nicate with the housing 20 such as a brake fluid hose 
1 7a, a hand brake cable 1 7b, and an ABS sensor har- 
ness 17 can be located around the sub-frame 10, 
[0017] Therefore, when the stay 220 is provided, it is 
necessary to have a distance from the stay 220 to the 
various equipements. Moreover, in case an impact load 
is applied f iom the rear portions from or the lateral sides 
of the vehicle, it is necessary to minimize influences to 
the equipments and body members so that fundamental 
functions of the equipments and the body members can 
be maintained. For that reason, it is necessary to con- 
siderably change the design of the body when the stay 
220 is employed. For instance, if the positional relation- 
ship between the fuel tank 15 and the sub-frame 10 is 
changed, the capacity of the fuel tank 1 5 must be small- 
er, and the wheelbase must be longer. 

OBJECT AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0018] It is a first feature of the present invention to 
provide a sub-frame support structure, wherein the dis- 
placement of the sub-frame with respect to a body frame 
in longitudinal directions of stays is restrained for de- 
creasing vibration and for attaining an excellent driva- 
bility and stability of a vehicle, by making a body frame 
lower and to face to a bottom face of the vehicle body, 
a sub-frame for supporting suspension members, the 



sub-frame extending in a widthwise direction and pro- 
vided at a lower position than the body frame, elastic 
bushings, each having an inner cylinder, an outer cylin- 
der and an elastic member interposed between the inner 
cylinder and the outer cylinder, the inner cylinder having 
a vertically extending center axis, an inner cylinder up- 
per edge and an inner cylinder lower edge, the inner cyl- 
inder upper edge being fixed to the body frame lower 
face, and the outer cylinder provided coaxially to the in- 
ner cylinder and fixed to the sub-frame, the sub-frame 
being supported on the body frame via the elastic bush- 
ings, at least one first stay extending along the body 
frame from a first stay first end to a first stay second end, 
the first stay first end being supported on the inner cyl- 
inder lower edge, and the first stay second end being 
supported on the body frame; and at least one second 
stay extending along the body frame from a second-stay 
first end to a second-stay second end in a different di- 
rection from the first stay, the second-stay first end being 
supported on the inner cylinder lower edge, and the sec- 
ond-stay second end being supported on the body 
frame. 

[0019] A second aspect of the present invention is to 
provide the sub-frame support structure, by which the 
displacement of the sub-frame in a lengthwise direction 
of the vehicle body and in the widthwise direction is re- 
strained, changes of a toe angle defined by wheels are 
minimized, and the drivability and stability are improved 
by the body frame comprising a pair of main frames, 
each extending in a lengthwise direction and spaced 
from each other in the vehicle widthwise direction, and 
a body cross member extending in the vehicle widthwise 
direction connecting the main frames, the at least one 
first stay comprising a pair of the first stays, and the first 
stays respectively extending along the main frames, 
each of the first stays having the first stay first end sup- 
ported on an inner cylinder lower edge, and the first stay 
second end supported on one of the main frames, and 
the at least one second stay extending along the body 
cross member in a vehicle widthwise direction, the sec- , 
ond-stay first end being supported on an inner cylinder 
lower edge, and the second-stay second end being sup- 
ported on the body cross member. 
[0020] A third aspect of the present invention is to pro- 
vide the sub-frame support structure, by which the first 
stays resist a load in a lengthwise direction of the vehicle 
body, the displacement of a rear part of the sub-frame 
and hence the displacement of a front part of the sub- 
frame in the lengthwise direction is restricted, and rota- 
tional displacement of the sub-frame is also prevented 
when a load applied to the suspension members is 
transmitted to either of left or right side of the sub-frame 
in the lengthwise direction of the vehicle body, by the 
sub-frame including a sub-frame front part and a sub- . 
frame rear part, the elastic bushings provided on the 
sub-frame front part and the sub-frame rear part, each 
of the first stays connecting an inner cylinder lower edge 
of one of the elastic bushings provided on the sub-frame 
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front part and one of the main frames, and the at least 
one second stay comprising a pair of second stays, and 
connecting an inner cylinder lower edge of one of the 
elastic bushings provided on the sub-frame rear part 
and the body cross member.. 
[0021] A fourth aspect of the present invention is to 
provide a sub-frame support structure, wherein the dis- 
placement of the sub-frame with respect to the body 
frame in the longitudinal direction of the first stay is re- 
strained, the displacement in the vehicle widthwise di- 
rection is restricted to a large extent by further increas- 
ing a support strength of the second stay via the elastic 
bushings so as to reduce the vibration property and to 
attain an excellent drivability and stability of the vehicle, 
and the change of the toe-angle is minimized, by com- 
prising a body frame having a body frame lower face to 
be provided on a bottom face of a vehicle body, the body 
frame comprising a pair of main frames, each of the pair 
of main frames extending in a lengthwise direction and 
spaced from each other in a vehicle widthwise direction, 
and a body cross member extending in a vehicle width- 
wise direction connecting the main frames, a sub-frame 
for supporting suspension members, the sub-frame ex- 
tending in a vehicle widthwise direction and provided at 
a position below than the body frames, elastic bushings, 
each having an inner cylinder, an outer cylinder and an 
elastic member interposed between the inner cylinder 
and the outer cylinder, the inner cylinder having a verti- 
cally extending center axis, an inner cylinder upper edge 
and an inner cylinder lower edge, the inner cylinder up- 
per edge being fixed to the body frame lower face, and 
the outer cylinder coaxially to the inner cylinder and fixed 
to the sub-frame, the sub-frame being supported on the 
body frame via the elastic bushings, a pair of first stays 
respectively extending along the main frames, each of 
the first stays having a first stay first end supported on 
an inner cylinder lower edge, and a first stay second end 
supported on one of the main frames, and a second stay 
extending along the body cross member in a vehicle 
widthwise direction as a single body in approximately a 
straight line form, a first end of the second stay being 
supported on an inner cylinder lower edge provided on 
one of the main frames, a second end of the second stay 
being supported on an inner cylinder lower edge provid- 
ed on another of the main frames. 
[0022] A fifth aspect of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a sub-frame support structure, wherein a stay is de- 
formed by bending in a predetermined direction when a 
load is applied to the stay in a predetermined direction 
so as not to influence other equipments or members 
near the stay, and the displacement of the sub-frame 
with respect to the body frame in the longitudinal direc- 
tion of the stay is restrained for decreasing vibrations, 
by comprising a body frame having a body frame lower 
face to be provided on a bottom face of a vehicle body, 
a sub-frame for supporting suspension members, the 
sub-frame extending in a vehicle widthwise direction 
and provided at a position below than the body frames, 



at least one elastic bushing having an inner cylinder, an 
outer cylinder and an elastic member interposed be- 
tween the inner cylinder and the outercylinder, the inner 
cylinder having a vertically extending center axis, an in- 
5 ner cylinder upper edge and an inner cylinder lower 
edge, the inner cylinder upper edge being fixed to the 
body frame lower face, and the outer cylinder provided 
coaxially to the inner cylinder and fixed to the sub-frame, 
the sub-frame being supported on the body frame via 
the at least one elastic bushing, and at least one stay 
extending along the body frame lower face from a first 
end to a second end, the first end being supported on 
the inner cylinder lower edge, and the second end being 
supported on the body frame, and the at least one stay 
is to be deformed by bending in a predetermined direc- 
tion when a load is applied to the at least one stay from 
a predetermined direction. 

[0023] A sixth aspect of the present invention is to pro- 
vide the sub-frame support structure, wherein a strong 
stay can be easily obtained by decreasing the weight 
and the manufacturing cost, and a rupture of the stay 
due to forming in an acute angle is prevented, so that 
influences to the equipment nearby or the vehicle body 
is minimized, by the at least one stay comprising a bush- 
ing-side fixation fitting supported on the inner cylinder 
lower edge, a body frame-side fixation fitting supported 
on the body frame, and a elongated member having a 
first end connected to the bushing-side fixation fitting 
and a second end connected to the body frame-side fix- 
ation fitting. 

[0024] A seventh aspect of the present invention is to 
provide the sub-frame support structure, wherein the 
stay is deformed by bending a center portion of an elon- 
gated hollow member in a predetermined direction with- 
out influencing equipments or members nearby when 
load is applied to the elongated hollow member in such 
a direction that a bushing-side the first fitting and the 
second fitting come closer to each other, and the clear- 
ance for peripheral equipment is kept, and the space for 
repairing can be maintained even under a normal con- 
dition, by the elongated hollow member having a bent 
shape so that a center part between the bushing-side 
fixation fitting and the body frame-side fixation fitting is 
dislocated by bending from a point on a straight line de- 
fined by connecting the bushing-side fixation fitting and 
the body frame-side fixation fitting 
[0025] A eighth aspect of the present invention is to 
provide the sub-frame support structure, wherein the 
stay is deformed by bending a center portion of the elon- 
gated hollow member in a predetermined direction with- 
out influencing the equipments or members nearby 
when a load is applied to the elongated hollow member 
in such a direction that a bushing-side fixation fitting and 
a body frame-side fixation fitting come closer to each 
other, by the elongated hollow member having a weak 
portion at a center part between the bushing-side fixa- 
tion fitting and the body frame-side fixation fitting, the 
weak portion be def ormable to bend in a predetermined 
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direction when a load is applied to the at least one stay 
from a predetermined direction. 
[0026] A ninth aspect of the present invention is to 
provide the sub-frame support structure, wherein it is 
easy to appropriately locate the elongated hollow mem- 5 
ber with respect to the bushing-side fixation fitting, and 
welding of the elongated hollow member to the bushing- 
side fixation fitting is easily performed, so that the pro- 
ductivity of the stay can be increased, by the bushing- 
side fixation fitting comprising a fixing part, a supporting 
part and an insertion hole, the fixing part fixed to the 
inner cylinder lower edge, the supporting part being In- 
tegral with the fixing part, and extending in a direction 
which crosses a central axis of the elongated hollow 
member, the insertion hole provided on the supporting 
part for accepting the first end of the elongated hollow 
member and being subjected to welding. 
[0027] A tenth aspect of the present invention is to 
provide the sub-frame support structure, wherein it is 
easy to appropriately locate the elongated hollow mem- 
ber with respect to the body frame-side fixation fitting, 
and welding of the elongated member to the body frame- 
side fixation fitting is easily performed, so that the pro- 
ductivity of the stay can be increased, by the body 
frame-side fixation fitting comprising a fixing part, a sup- 
porting part and an insertion hole, the fixing part fixed 
to the body frame, the supporting part being integral with 
the fixing part, and extends in a direction which crosses 
with a central axis of the elongated hollow member, the 
insertion hole provided on the supporting part for ac- 
cepting the second end of the elongated hollow member 
and being subjected to welding. 
[0028] A eleventh aspect of the present invention is 
to provide the sub-frame support structure, wherein 
earth mud and sand entered into the elongated hollow 
member come out of themselves, it is easy to wash the 
inside of the elongated hollow member, and the durabil- 
ity of the stay is increased by improving a rust prevention 
effect, by the at least one stay connects the inner cylin- 
der lower edge and the body frame, at least one of the 
first end and the second end of the elongated hollow 
member located at a position below than a center part 
of the elongated hollow member between the bushing- 
side fixation fitting and the body frame-side fixation fit- 
ting. 

[0029] A twelfth aspect of the present invention is to 
provide the sub-frame support structure, by which the 
displacement of the sub-frame in longitudinal directions 
of the first and the second stays for decreasing the vi- 
brations in order to attain an excellent drivability and sta- 
bility, and a stay is deformed by bending in a predeter- 
mined direction when the load is applied to the stay in 
a predetermined direction so as not to influence the 
equipments or members provided near the stay, by the 
at least one stay comprising at least one first stay and 
at least one second stay, the at least one first stay ex- 
tending along the body frame, the bushing-side fixation 
fitting of the at least one first stay being supported on 



the inner cylinder lower edge, and the body frame-side 
fixation fitting of the at least one first stay being support- 
ed on the body frame, and the at least one second stay 
extending along the body frame in a different direction 
from the at least one first stay, the bushing-side fixation 
fitting of the at least one second stay being supported 
on the inner cylinder lower edge, and the body frame- 
side fixation fitting of the at least one second stay being 
supported on the body frame. 
[0030] A thirteenth aspect of the present invention is 
to provide the sub-frame support structure, by which the 
displacement of the sub-frame in the lengthwise direc- 
tion of the vehicle body and in the widthwise direction is 
restrained, the change of the toe-angle is minimized, 
and the drivability and stability are improved by the body 
frame comprising a pair of main frames, each extending 
in a lengthwise direction and spaced from each other in 
a vehicle widthwise direction, and a body cross member 
extending in a vehicle widthwise direction connecting 
the main frames, the at least one first stay comprising a 
pair of the first stays, and the first stays respectively ex- 
tending along the main frames, each of the first stays 
connects the inner cylinder lower edge and one of the 
main frames, and the at least one second stay extending 
along the body cross member in a vehicle widthwise di- 
rection and connects the inner cylinder lower edge and 
the body cross member 

[0031] A fourteenth aspect of the present invention is 
to provide the sub-frame support structure, by which the 
first stays resist the load in the lengthwise direction of 
the vehicle body, the displacement of a rear part of the 
sub-frame and hence the displacement of a front part of 
the sub-frame in the lengthwise direction can be restrict- 
ed, and rotational distortion/displacement of the sub- 
frame is also prevented when a load applied to suspen- 
sion members is transmitted to either of left or right side 
of the sub-frame in the lengthwise direction of the vehi- 
cle body, by the sub-frame containing a sub-frame front 
part and a sub-frame rear part, by the at least one elastic 
bushings comprising elastic bushings provided on the 
sub-frame front part and elastic bushings provided on 
the sub-frame rear part, each of the first stays extending 
in a lengthwise direction connects an inner cylinder low- 
er edge of one of the elastic bushings provided on the 
sub-frame front part and one of the main frames, and 
the at least one second stay comprising a pair of second 
stays, and each of the second stays extending in a ve- 
hicle widthwise direction connects an inner cylinder low- 
er edge of one of the elastic bushings provided on the 
sub-frame rear part and the body cross member. 
[0032] A fifteenth aspect of the present invention is to 
provide the sub-frame support structure, wherein the 
displacement in the vehicle widthwise direction is re- 
stricted to a large extent by further increasing a support 
strength of the second stay via the elastic bushings, and 
the drivability and stability are further improved, by the 
at least one second stay extending along the body cross 
member in a vehicle widthwise direction as a single body 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



5 



9 



EP 1 245 477 A2 



10 



in approximately a straight line, a first end of the second 
stay being supported on an inner cylinder lower edge 
provided on one of the main frames, a second end of 
the second stay being supported on an inner cylinder 
lower edge provided on another of the main frames. 
[0033] The invention is described further hereinafter, 
by way of example only, with reference to the accompa- 
nying drawings, in which:- 

Fig. 1 is a schematic bottom view of a vehicle of a 
back side view for explaining a sub-frame support 
structure as a first embodiment of the present in- 
vention; 

Fig. 2 is a cross-section of a part shown in Fig. 1 
cut along H-H; 

Fig. 3 is the cross-section of the part shown in Fig. 
1 cut along J-J; 

Fig. 4 is the schematic bottom view of a vehicle at 
a back side for explaining the sub-frame support 
structure as a second embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 5 is the schematic bottom view of a vehicle at 
a back side for explaining the sub-frame support 
structure as a third embodiment of the present in- 
vention; 

Fig. 6 is the cross-section of a part shown in Fig. 5 
cut along K-K; 

Fig. 7 is the cross-section of the part shown in Fig. 
5 cut along M-M; 

Fig. 8 is the schematic bottom view of a vehicle at 
a back side for explaining the sub-frame support 
structure as a fourth embodiment of the present in- 
vention; 

Fig. 9 is the schematic bottom view of a vehicle at 
a back side for explaining a sub-frame support 
structure as a fifth embodiment of the present in- 
vention; 

Fig. 1 0 is a schematic bottom view of a vehicle at a 
back side for explaining a sub-frame support struc- 
ture as a sixth embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 11 is the view of a part shown in Fig. 10 seen 
from the direction of an arrow P; 
Fig. 12 is the schematic bottom view of a vehicle at 
a back side for explaining a known sub-frame sup- 
port structure: 

Fig. 13 is the cross-section of a part shown in Fig. 
12 cut along F-F; and 

Fig. 14 is the cross-section of a part shown in Fig. 
12 cut along G-G. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

(First Embodiment) 

[0034] Fig. 1 is a bottom view of a vehicle at a back 
side thereof for explaining a supporting structure of sub- 
frame as a first embodiment of the present invention. In 
the figure, members corresponding to those in Fig. 12 



are indicated by the same reference numerals, and the 
detailed explanations on these common members are 
omitted. 

[0035] Each of main frame 2 and body cross member 

5 6 has a cross-section in a U shape with a top being 
opened. The top is fixed to a bottom surface of a vehicle 
body (not shown) to dose the top. On bottom faces 3 of 
the main frames 2 at parts where the body cross mem- 
ber 6 is connected, elastic bushings 40 are provided for 

10 supporting both ends of a rear sub-frame 12. In a front 
part of the vehicle body of the prior art, elastic bushings 
30 are provided for supporting both ends of a front sub- 
frame 11 on the main frames 2. 
[0036] Fig. 2 is a cross-section of a part shown in Fig. 

*5 1 cut along H-H. As shown in Fig. 2, the elastic bushing 
30 has an inner cylinder 31 , an outer cylinder 32, and 
an elastic member 33 filling the space between the inner 
cylinder31 and the outer cylinder 32. The inner diameter 
of the inner cylinder 31 is so determined that an instal- 

20 lation bolt 71 can be inserted thereto, and the outer di- 
ameter thereof is determined such that it can be pressed 
into a bushing fitting hole 14. The elastic member 33 is 
for preventing vibrations and restraining sound and 
noises. The inner cylinder 31 is longer than the outer 

25 cylinder 32 in the axial direction. The inner cylinder 31 
and the outer cylinder 32 are located so as to have both 
edges of the inner cylinder 31 protruded from the edges 
of the outer cylinder 32. The elastic member 33 has edg- 
es basically in a same plane as those of the outer cylin- 

30 der 32. Each edge of the elastic member 33 has a ring- 
shaped protrusion 34 formed to be higher than the edg- 
es of the outer cylinder 32 and lower than the edges of 
the inner cylinder 31 

[0037] The elastic bushing 30 is supported on the 

35 main frame 2 by the installation bolt 71 passed through 
the inner cylinder 31 from the bottom, and one end of 
the installation bolt 71 protruded from the elastic bush- 
ing 30 screwed against a weld n ut 4 provided around an 
opening 5 formed on the main frame 2. 

40 [0038] The bottom face 3 of the main frame 2 has a 
bushing fixing surface 3A, an inclined surface 3B and a 
bracket fixing surface 3C. The bushing fixing surface 
[0039] 3A extends horizontally and the elastic bush- 
ing 30 is fixed thereto with the upper edge 31b of the 

45 inner cylinder31 being in contact therewith. The inclined 
surface 3B which is integral with the bushing surface is 
stability inclined to a front lower direction with respect 
to the vehicle body, and the horizontal surface 3C is in- 
tegral with the inclined surface 3B and extends horizon- 

50 tally. A bracket 8 for supporting the radius arm 22 is fixed 
to the horizontal surface 3C. 

[0040] Furthermore, a first stay 50, which extends in 
a lengthwise direction of the vehicle body along the bot- 
tom face 3 of the main frame 2 connects the bracket 8 
55 and a lower edge 31 a of the elastic bushing 30. The first 
stay 50 has an approximately planer shape with a flange 
to strengthen it. The first stay 50 has a hole 51a for in- 
serting the installation bolt 71 on a first end 51 , and an 
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insertion hole 52a for accepting an installation bolt 72 
on a second end 52. 

[0041] The first end 51 is supported on the lower edge 
31a of the elastic bushing 30 by accepting the end of 
the installation bolt 71 to the inner cylinder 31 through 
the hole 51 a. The end of the bolt 71 is screwed against 
the weld nut 4. 

[0042] On the other hand, the second end 52 of the 
first stay 50 is supported on the bracket 8 with opposing 
a lower face of a tongue 9 horizontally extending from 
the bracket 8 in the widthwise direction. The bracket 8 
supports the second end 52 by accepting the installation 
bolt 72 projected on the tongue 9 through the insertion 
hole 52a. The installation bolt 72 is screwed against a 
nut 73. 

[0043] Therefore, each of the inner cylinder 31 and 
the installation bolt 71 is supported at both ends, so that 
it is possible to increase the supporting strength of the 
support structure against a force in a lengthwise direc- 
tion of the vehicle body, and the vibration can be also 
decreased. Thus, it is possible to restrain the deforma- 
tion of the installation bolt 71 and the bushing surface 
3A is transmitted to the sub-frame 10. Hence, it is pos- 
sible to restrain the displacement of the front part of the 
sub-frame 10 In a lengthwise direction of the vehicle 
body. 

[0044] Fig. 3 is a cross-section of a part shown in Fig. 

1 cut along J-J. The elastic bushings 40 support both 
ends of a rear sub-frame 12 on a main frame 2 . The 
structure of the elastic bushing 40 is the same as that 
of the elastic bushing 30, and is fixed to the main frame 

2 by an installation bolt 74. An upper edge 41b of an 
inner cylinder 41 b contacts with a bottom face 3 of the 
main frame 2. 

[0045] Furthermore, a second stay 60 extends along 
a bottom face 6a of a body cross member 6 in the width- 
wise direction, connecting a lower edge 41 a of the inner 
cylinder 41 and the body cross member 6. 
[0046] The second stay 60 is made of a planer mem- 
ber with a flange erected from over the entire periphery 
of the planer member for maintaining its strengh. The 
second stay 60 has a penetration hole 61 a for accepting 
the installation bolt 74 on a first end 61 , and a penetra- 
tion hole 62a for accepting an installation bolt 75 on a 
second end 62. 

[0047] The first end 61 of the second stay 60 is sup- 
ported on the lower edge of the elastic bushing 40 by 
accepting the installation bott 74 in the inner cylinder 41 
through the penetration hole 61 a. The end of the instal- 
lation bolt 74 is screwed against the weld nut 4. 
[0048] On the other hand, the second stay 60 extends 
in the widthwise direction from the first end 61 toward a 
vehicle body center, and the second end 62 of the sec- 
ond stay 60 contacts with the bottom face 6a of the body 
cross member 6. The end of the installation bolt 74 is 
inserted to the installation hole 62a, followed by screw- 
ing against the weld nut 4. Thus, the second stay 60 is 
supported by the body cross member 6. 



[0049] Therefore, each of the inner cylinder 41 and 
the installation bolt 74 is fixed at both ends, so that it is 
possible to increase the supporting strength of the sup- 
port structure against the force in the lengthwise direc- 
5 tion of the vehicle body, and the vibration can be also 
decreased. Thus, it is possible to restrain the deforma- 
tion of the installation bolt 74 and the bottom face 3 of 
the main frame 2. Hence, it is possible to restrain the 
displacement of the rear part of the sub-frame 1 0 in the 
widthwise direction. 

[0050] The function and the effect of the support struc- 
ture of the suspension sub-frame 1 0 with the above-ex- 
plained structure will now be explained in detail. 
[0051 ] When a force is applied to the sub-frame 1 0 in 
a backward direction of the vehicle body, for instance, 
by sudden starting or acceleration, the force can be 
transmitted to the outer cylinder 32 of the elastic bushing 
30 and the outer cylinder 42 of the elastic bushing 40 as 
the force in the backward direction. 
[0052] By the application of the force, the inner cylin- 
ders 31 and 41 of the elastic bushings 30 and 40 accept 
theforce working in the backward direction of the vehicle 
body by way of the elastic members 33 and 43. 
[0053] As mentioned previously, the end of the instal- 
lation bolt 71 is supported on the bushing surface 3A, 
and the bolt head side of the installation bolt 71 is sup- 
ported on the main frame 2 via the first stay 50. Because 
both ends of the installation bolt 71 are supported, the 
support strength against the force in the lengthwise di- 
rection of the vehicle body is improved. Accordingly, the 
deformation of the installation bolt 71 itself and the bush- 
ing surface 3A is restrained, and hence the displace- 
ment of the inner cylinder 31 to a backward direction of 
the vehicle can be minimized. 
[0054] Furthermore, when the force Is applied to the 
sub-frame 1 0 in the widthwise direction, for instance, by 
turning, a force is transmitted to the outer cylinder 32 of 
the elastic bushing 30 and the outer cylinder 42 of the 
elastic bushing 40 as a force in the widthwise direction. 
[0055] By the application of the force, the inner cylin- 
ders 31 and 41 of the clastic bushings 30 and 40 accept 
the force working in the widthwise direction by way of 
the elastic members 33 and 43. 
[0056] One end of the installation bolt 74 is supported 
on the bottom face 3 of the main frame 2, and the bolt 
head of the installation bolt 74 is supported on the body 
cross member 6 via the second stay 60. Because both 
ends of the installation bott 74 are supported, the sup- 
porting strength of the support structure against the 
force in the widthwise direction is improved. According- 
ly, the deformation of the installation bolt 74 itself and 
the bottom face 3 of the main, frame 2 is restrained, and 
hence the displacement of the inner cylinder 41 to the 
widthwise direction is minimized. 
[0057] Thus, the present support structure restricts 
the displacement of the sub-frame 10 in the lengthwise 
and widthwise directions. 

[0058] It is also possible that a force is applied to the 
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sub-frame 10 in the lengthwise direction transmitted 
from the load applied to the suspension on one lateral 
side of the body, for example, by driving on the rough 
(bad) road. In such a case, the elastic bushing 40 on the 
corresponding lateral side of the vehicle body receives 
a force toward the back of the vehicle body, and the elas- 
tic bushing 40 on the other lateral side of the body re- 
ceives a force toward the front . Further, the elastic 
bushing 30 on the one lateral side of the body is affected 
by the force toward the outer side of the vehicle with 
respect to the widthwise direction, and the elastic bush- 
ing 30 on the other lateral side of the body is affected 
by the force toward the inner side of the vehicle with 
respect to the widthwise direction. 
[0059] In the present structure, the provision of the 
first stay 50 improves the supporting strength of the 
elastic bushings 30 in the lengthwise direction of the 
body, so that the backward displacement of the inner 
cylinder 31 is restrained. As a result, the displacement 
of the elastic: bushing 40 provided at one lateral side of 
the body in the backward direction, and the displace- 
ment of the other elastic bushing 40 provided at the oth- 
er lateral side of the body in the forward direction are 
restrained, 

[0060] In addition, it is possible to prevent the elastic 
bushing 40 at one lateral side of the vehicle, and the 
bushing 40 at the other lateral side thereof, from being 
displaced respectively in the outer and inner directions. 
This is because the provision of the second stays 60 
improves the supporting strength of the elastic bushings 
40 against the force in the widthwise direction, and the 
displacement of the inner cylinders 41 in the widthwise 
direction is restricted. 

[0061] Consequently, it is possible to prevent the sub- 
frame 1 0 from rotational displacement along the lower 
surface of the body frame 1 . Then, the change of the toe 
angle of the housing 20 is minimized, which is supported 
by the sub-frame 10 via a multi-link suspension. There- 
fore, the supporting strength of the sub-frame can be 
increased, thereby greatly improving the drivability and 
stability of the vehicle. 

[0062] Moreover, since the rotational displacement of 
the sub-frame 10 along the lower surface of the body 
frame 1 is minimized, the installation bolt 75 does not 
easily become loose, which is used for fixing the second 
stay 60 on the body cross member side. It is also pos- 
sible to decrease the number of the installation bolts 75 
in comparison with the conventional structure. 
[0063] The elastic bushings 30 and 40 have the elas- 
tic members 33 and 43 with protrusions 34 and 44 each 
on the upper and bottom edges as mentioned above 
The protrusions 34 and 44 contact with the bottom face 
3 of the main frame 2, the first end 51 of the first stay 50 
or the first end 61 of the second stay 60, when the sub- 
frame 1 0 is vertically displaced with respect to the main 
frame 2 at the front sub-frame 11 or the rear sub-frame 
12. Therefore, the direct contact of the outer cylinder 32 
or 42 or the bushing hole 14 with the main frames 2 or 



the first stay 50 or 60 is prevented, and the transmission 
of noise and vibration is eliminated. 

(Second Embodiment) 

[0064] Fig. 4 is a partial diagram for explaining a sup- 
porting structure of a sub-frame as a second embodi- 
ment of the present invention. In the figure, members 
corresponding to those in Fig. 1 are indicated by the 
same reference numerals, and a detailed explanation of 
these common members is omitted. The characteristic 
point of the second embodiment is that the pair of sec- 
ond stays 60 which are provided on the right and left 
sides of the body in the first embodiment is replaced by 
a second stay 80 as an integral body extending approx- 
imately in a straight line in the widthwise direction, and 
that a center part 83 of the stay 80 with respect to the 
widthwise is fixed by an installation bolt on a bottom face 
6a of the body cross member 6. 
[0065] The second stay 80 has an approximately pla- 
nar shape having a flange erected from the entire pe- 
riphery similarly to the first embodiment. A first end 81 
of the second stay 80 is supported on a lower edge of 
the elastic bushing 40 provided on one of the main 
frames 2 at a rear side of the sub-frame 12. 
[0066] On the other hand, the second stay 80 extends 
in the form of a straight line without a bend in the width- 
wise direction from the first end 81 to a second end 82, 
and the second end 82 is supported on the elastic bush- 
ing 40 provided on the other main frame 2 at the rear 
side of the sub-frame 12. 

[0067] The center part 83 of the second stay 80 with 
respect to the widthwise direction is formed to have a 
face contacting with the bottom face 6a of the body cross 
member 6 over a predetermined length and is fixed by 
a installation bolt 76 

[0068] In addition to the function and effect described 
about the first embodiment, the strength of the second 
stay 80 in the widthwise direction can be further in- 
creased, and the support strength of the elastic bushing 
40 in the widthwise direction can also be increased. 
Thus, the displacement of the sub-frame 10 at the rear 
part of the body in the widthwise direction can be pre- 
vented, and an improved drivability and stability can be 
attained. The installation of the second stay 80 to the 
body cross member 6 can be performed by a single in- 
stallation bolt 76, whereby members to be used are de- 
creased in number, assembly is simplified, and the 
number of the manufacturing process steps is de- 
creased. Thus, the productivity of the sub-frame support 
structure is improved. 

[0069] Furthermore, it is possible to use the elastic 
bushings 30 and 40 in different number for supporting 
the sub-frame 1 on the main frames 2 from those in the 
first and the second embodiments. It is also possible to 
provide the first stay 50 and the second stay 60 on a 
single bushing, or some bushings can be selectively 
used for supporting the stays 50 and 60. The locations 
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to provide the stays or the longitudinal directions thereof 
are not restricted to the above embodiments and the 
provisions of the stays are not necessarily right-left sym- 
metric, and can be front-back symmetric. 

(Third Embodiment) 

[0070] Fig. 5 is a partial diagram for explaining a sup- 
porting structure of a sub-frame as a third embodiment 
of the present invention. In the figure, members corre- 
sponding to those in Fig. 1 and Fig. 1 2 are indicated by 
the same reference numerals, and detailed explana- 
tions of the common members are omitted. 
[0071] Fig. 6 is the cross section of a part shown in 
Fig. 5 cut along K-K. The structure shown in Fig. 6 is 
basically the same as that shown in Fig. 2, and the bot- 
tom face 3 of the main frame 2 is composed of the bush- 
ing surface 3A, the inclined surface 3B and the horizon- 
tal surface 3C. A bracket 8 is fixed between the inclined 
surface 3B and the horizontal surface 3C for supporting 
the radius arm 22 on the main frame 2. 
[0072] A first stay 500 extends in the lengthwise di- 
rection of the body below the bottom face 3 of the main 
frame 2 connecting the bracket 8 and a lower edge 31 a 
of an elastic bushing 30. 

[0073] The first stay 500 has a bushing-side fitting 51 0 
connected with the elastic bushing 30 at the bottom face 
31 a of an inner cylinder 31 , a frame-side fitting 520 con- 
nected to the bracket 8, and a pipe 530 connecting the 
bushing-side fitting 51 0 and the frame-side fitting 520. 
[0074] The bushing side fitting 51 0 is formed by sub- 
jecting a planar member to bending and drawing so as 
to have a bushing-side fixing part 540 and a bushing- 
side supporting part 550. The bushing-side part 540 is 
placed on the lower edge 31a of the inner cylinder 31 
and fixed thereto. The bushing-side supporting part 550 
extends from the bushing-side connecting part 540 with 
a bend between the bushing-side supporting part 550 
and the bushing-side connecting part 540. The pipe 530 
is welded at a first end 530A to the bushing-side sup- 
porting part 550. The bushing-side part 540 has a pen- 
etration hole 540a for accepting an installation bolt 71 . 
The bushing-side supporting part 550 extends along the 
pipe 530 at the first end 530A, and has a cross-section 
of a circular arc at the part contacting with the outer pe- 
riphery of the pipe 530. 

[0075] Similarly to the bushing-side fitting 510, the 
body frame-side fitting 520 is formed in the same way 
as above, and has a bracket-side fixing part 560 and a 
bracket-side supporting part 570. The bracket-side fix- 
ing part 560 is fixed to the bottom face of the bracket 8, 
and the bracket-side supporting part 570 extends from 
the bracket-side connecting part 560 with a bend be- 
tween the bracket-side connecting part 560 and the 
bracket-side supporting part 570. The pipe 530 is weld- 
ed to the bracket-side supporting part 570 at a second 
end 530B. The bracket-side fixing part 560 has a pene- 
tration hole 560a for accepting an installation bolt 72 



provided on the bottom face of the bracket 8. The brack- 
et-side supporting part 570 extends along the pipe 530 
at the second end 530B, and has a cross-section of a 
circular arc at the part contacting with the outer periph- 

5 ery of the pipe 530. 

[0076] The pipe 530 is formed by bending a cylindrical 
elongated member with an appropriate diameter and 
thickness selected based on necessary strength. As 
mentioned above, the first and seconds ends 530A and 

10 530B of the pipe 530 are fixed by welding respectively 
to the bushing-side supporting part 550 and the bracket- 
side supporting part 570. The pipe 530 is arranged to 
have a center part 530C at a higher position than a 
straight line defined by connecting the first and the sec- 

15 ond ends 530A and 530B, the center part 530C being 
shifted to a front direction of the vehicle body, and to 
have the first and the second ends 530A and 530B at a 
lower position than the center part 530C. 
[0077] The bushing-side fitting 510 of the first stay 

20 500 is placed to oppose the lower edge of the elastic 
bushing 30, one end of the installation bolt 71 is passed 
through the penetration hole 540a and the inner cylinder 
31, and the bolt 71 is screwed against the weld nut 4, 
whereby the bushing-side fitting 510 is also supported 

25 by the lower edge of the elastic bushing 30. The body 
frame fitting 520 of the first stay 500 is supported on a 
bracket 8 by the bracket-side fixing part 560 placed to 
face the lower edge of the elastic bushing 30, the end 
of the installation bolt 72 passed through the penetration 

30 hole 540a and the inner cylinder 31, and the bolt 73 
screwed against with a nut 73. 
[0078] Each of the inner cylinder 31 of the elastic 
bushing 30 and the installation bolt 71 is thus supported 
at both ends, so that the supporting strength against a 

35 force in the lengthwise direction of the vehicle can be 
increased without vibration. Therefore, when a load is 
applied to the sub-frame 10 in a lengthwise direction of 
the body, transmitted from a load applied to the suspen- 
sion, e.g., by the sudden starting and acceleration, the 

40 deformation of the installation bolt 71 and the bushing 
fixation surface 3A is suppressed. As a result, the dis- 
placement of the front part of the sub-frame 10 in the 
lengthwise direction can be restricted. 
[0079] As mentioned previously, the first stay 500 is 

45 provided so as to have the first and the second ends 
530A and 530B of the pipe 530 at a lower position than 
the center part 530C. The inclination obtained by this 
configuration makes it possible to discharge mud and 
sand which may get into the pipe 530 from the ends 

so 530A and 530B. Furthermore, it is easy to wash the in- 
side of the pipe 530, and a rust prevention effect of the 
first stay 500 is obtained, so that the durability of the first 
stay 500 is increased.. Moreover, the bent shape of the 
pipe 53 creates a space below the pipe 53 for arranging 

55 a braking system members 17 such as a brake fluid 
hose 1 7a, a hand brake cable 1 7b, and an ABS sensor 
harness 1 7c, In other words, the clearance for the brak- 
ing system members 1 7 underthe normal condition, and 
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the space for repairing the same can be maintained. 
[0080] Fig. 7 is the cross-section shown in Fig. 5 cut 
along M-M. The elastic bushing 40 for supporting both 
ends of the rear sub-frame 12 also comprises the inner 
cylinder 41 , the outer cylinder 42, and the elastic mem- $ 
bers 43, having the same structures and functions as 
those described relating to Fig. 3. 
[0081] The elastic bushing 40 is supported on the 
main frame 2, by inserting an installation bolt 74 through 
the inner cylinder 41 from the bottom of the inner cylin- 
der 41 , and screwing one end of the bolt 74 against the 
weld nut 4 fixed by an opening 5 formed on the main 
frame 2. 

[0082] A second stay 600 extends in the widthwise di- 
rection below the lower face 6a of the body cross mem- 
ber 6. One end of the second stay 600 is connected with 
the lower edge 41 a of the inner cylinder 41 , and the other 
end of the second stay 600 is connected with the body 
cross member 6. 

[0083] The second stay 600 has a bushing-side fitting 
61 0 connected with the elastic bushing 40 at the bottom 
face 41 a of the inner cylinder 41 , a body frame-side fit- 
ting 620 being connected to the body cross member 6, 
and a pipe 630 connecting the bushing-side fitting 610 
and the body frame-side fitting 620. 
[0084] The bushing-side fitting 61 0 is formed by sub- 
jecting a planer member to drawing to have a bushing- 
side fixing part 640 and a bushing-side supporting part 
650 in the same way as that for bushing-side fitting 51 0 
of the first stay 500 The bushing-side fixing part 640 is 
placed on the lower edge 41a of the inner cylinder 41 
and fixed thereto. The bushing-side supporting part 650 
extends from the bushing-side connecting part 640 with 
the bend between the bushing-side supporting part 650 
and the bushing-side connecting part 640. The pipe 630 
is welded at a first end 630A to the bushing-side sup- 
porting part 650. The bushing-side fixing part 640 has a 
penetration hole 640A through which an installation bolt 
74 is penetrated. The bushing-side supporting part 650 
extends along the pipe 630 at the first end 630A, and 
has a cross-section of the circular arc at the part con- 
tacting with the outer periphery of the pipe 630. 
[0085] Similarly to the bushing-side fitting 610, the 
body frame-side fitting 620 is formed with a planer mem- 
ber by drawing the same, and has a member-side fixing 
part 660 and a member-side supporting part 670. The 
member-side fixing part 660 is fixed to the bottom face 
6a of the body cross member, and the member-side sup- 
porting part 670 extends from the member-side con- 
necting part 660 having the bend; between the member- 
side fixing part 660 and the member-side supporting 
part 670. The pipe 630 is welded to the member sup- 
porting part 670 at a second end 630B. The member- 
side fixing part 660 has a penetration hole 660a for ac- 
cepting an installation bolt 75, The member-side sup- 
porting part 670 extends along the pipe 630 at the sec- 
ond end 630B, and has the cross-section of the circular 
arc at the member-side supporting part 670. 



[0086] The pipe 630 is formed in the same manner as 
that for the above-mentioned pipe 530. The first and 
seconds ends 630A and 630B of the pipe 630 are fixed 
by welding respectively to the bushing-side fixation fit- 
ting 610 and the body frame-side fitting 620. 
[0087] The bushing-side fitting 61 0 is supported on 
the lower end of the elastic bushing 40 and the body- 
frame-side fitting 620 is supported on the lower face 6a 
of the body cross member 6. In this case, the pipe 630 
is arranged to have a center part 630C at a position high- 
er than a straight line connecting the first and the second 
ends 630A and 630B with the first and the second ends 
630A and 630B being at a lower position than the center 
part 630C. 

[0088] The bushing-side fitting 610 of the first stay 
600 is placed to oppose the lower edge of the elastic 
bushing 40, one end of the installation bolt 74 is passed 
through the penetration hole 640a and the inner cylinder 
41 , and then the bolt 74 is screwed against the weld nut 
4. The body frame-side fitting 620 of the second stay 
600 is supported on the lower face 6a of the body cross 
member 6 by an end of the installation bolt 75 passed 
through the penetration hole 66a inside the inner cylin- 
der 31 , and then the bolt 73 screwed against the weld 
nut 4. 

[0089] As is understood from the above, each of the 
inner cylinder 41 of the clastic bushing 40 and the instal- 
lation bolt 74 are supported at both ends, so that the 
supporting strength of the support structure in the width- 
wise direction can be increased without vibrations. 
Therefore, when a load is applied to the sub-frame 10 
in the widthwise direction, transmitted from a load ap- 
plied to the suspension, e.g., when the vehicle is turning, 
deformation of the installation bolt 74 and of the lower 
face 3 of the main frame 3 are suppressed. As a result, 
displacement of the rear part of the sub-frame 1 0 in the 
widthwise direction can be eliminated. 
[0090] Since the pipe 630 of the second stay 600 has 
the inclination obtained with the center part 630C which 
is located at the lower position than the first and the sec- 
ond ends 630A and 630B, it is possible to discharge 
earth (mud) and sand, and it is easy to wash the inside 
of the pipe 630 as mentioned relating to the first stay 
500. The durability of the pipe 630 can be increased by 
the high rust prevention effect. As also mentioned above 
relating to the first stay 500, a space is created below 
the pipe 630 which can be used for the clearance for the 
braking system members 17 under a normal condition, 
and as the space for repairing the same. 
[0091] The sub-frame support structure as the third 
embodiment has the same effects as mentioned on that 
of the first and the second embodiments. 
[0092] In addition to the above, when the first stay 500 
accepts an impact load in the lengthwise direction of the 
body, or when the second stay 600 accepts an impact 
load in the widthwise direction, the pipe 530 or 630 
which is in a curved form can be bent with the center 
part 530C or 630C deformed in an upper direction with 
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respect to the body. Therefore, it is possible to prevent 
the pipe 530 from being interfered with by the braking 
system members 1 7 located at positions lowerthan that 
of the pipe 530, or to prevent the pipe 630 from being 
interfered with by other members. If the pipe 530 or 630 
is interfered with by the other members or body mem- 
bers by bending as mentioned above, it is possible to 
minimize the influence on the other members orthe like 
to such a degree that the initial function of the equipment 
is not lost. . This is because the pipes 530 and 630 have 
the same cylindrical outer shapes as those of the first 
and second stays 500 and 600. Moreover, the strength 
of the stay and the drivability and stability can be main- 
tained. 

(Fourth Embodiment) 

[0093] Figs. 8 and 9 are schematic bottom views of 
vehicles back side for explaining the sub-frame support 
structures as a fourth embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. Figs. 8 and 9 correspond respectively to Figs. 6 
and 7 of the third embodiment. In the figures, members 
corresponding to those in the third embodiment are in- 
dicated by the same reference numerals, and detailed 
explanations of the common members are omitted. 
[0094] As shown in Fig. 8, a bushing-side fitting 810 
of a first stay 800 is formed by bending a planer member. 
The bushing-side fitting 810 has a bushing-side fixing 
part 840, a bushing-side supporting part 850 with a 
bushing-side pipe insertion hole 860. The bushing-side 
fixing part 840 is for the lower edge 31 a of the inner cyl- 
inder 31. The bushing-side supporting part 850 is 
formed to be integral with the bushing-side fixing part 
840 by downwardly bending the fitting 810. The bush- 
ing-side supporting part 850 extends in a direction 
crossing the center axis of a pipe 830 at a first end 830 A 
with an inclination not making a right angle. The bush- 
ing-side pipe insertion hole 860 is an opening formed 
on the bushing-side supporting part 850 in the form of 
an orbital. The first end 830A of the pipe 830 is inserted 
to the bushing-side pipe insertion hole 860 at a prede- 
termined angle. Then, the pipe 830 is welded to the 
bushing-side supporting part 850. 
[0095] Similarly to the bushing-side fitting 810, the 
body frame-side fitting 820 is formed with a planer mem- 
ber by bending the same. The bushing-side fitting 810 
has a bracket-side fixing part 860, and a bracket-side 
supporting part 87() with a bracket-side pipe insertion 
hole 880. The bracket-side fixing part 860 is fixed to the 
lower edge 31a of the inner cylinder 31. The bracket- 
side supporting part 870 is formed to be integral with the 
bracket-side fixing part 860 by downwardly bending the 
fitting 820 and extends in a direction crossing with the 
center axis of the pipe 830 at a second end 830B with 
the inclination not making a right angle. The bracket- 
side pipe insertion hole 880 is an opening formed on the 
bushing-side supporting part 850 in the form of orbital. 
The second end 830B of the pipe 830 is inserted into 



the bracket-side pipe insertion hole 880. Then, the pipe 
830 is welded to the bracket-side supporting part 870. 
[0096] The pipe 830 has the same structure as the 
pipe 630 of the third embodiment. The pipe 830 Is 
5 formed by bending a cylindrically elongated member 
with an appropriate diameter and thickness selected on 
the basis of necessary strength. As mentioned as to the 
pipe 630, the first and seconds ends 830A and 830B of 
the . pipe 830 are inserted respectively to the bushing- 
side and bracket-side pipe insertion holes 860 and 880 
and are welded thereto. 

[0097] As shown In Fig. 9, a bushing-side fitting 910 
of a second stay is formed by bending the plana mem- 
ber. The bushing-side fitting 91 0 has a bushing-side fix- 
ing part 940, a bushing side supporting part 950 with a 
bushing-side pipe insertion hole 960. The bushing-side 
fixing part 940 is to the lower edge 41 a of the inner cyl- 
inder 41. The bushing-side supporting part 950 is 
formed to be integral with the bushing-side fixing part 
940 by downwardly bending the fitting 810. The bush- 
ing-side supporting part 950 extends in a direction 
crossing a center axis of a pipe 930 at a first end 930A 
with the inclination of not making a right angle. The 
bushing-side pipe insertion hole 960 is an opening 
formed on the bushing-side supporting part 950 in the 
form of an orbital. The first end 930A of the pipe 930 is 
inserted into the bushing-side pipe insertion hole 960. 
Then, the pipe 930 is welded to the bushing-side sup- 
porting part 950. 

[0098] Similarly to the bushing-side fitting 910, the 
body frame-side fitting 920 is formed with a planar mem- 
ber by bending the same. The body frame-side fitting 
920 has a member fixing part 960, and a member-side 
supporting part 970 with a member-side pipe insertion 
hole 980. A surface of the member-side fixing part 960 
is fixed on a bottom face 6a of the body cross member 
6. The member-side supporting part 970 is formed to be 
integral with the member-side fixing part 960 by down- 
wardly bending the fitting 920, and extends in a direction 
crossing with the center axis of the pipe 930 at a second 
end 930B with an inclination not making a right angle. 
The member-side pipe insertion hole 980 is an opening 
formed on the member-side supporting part 970 in the 
form of an oval. The second end 930B of the pipe 930 
is inserted into the member-side pipe insertion hole 980. 
Then, the pipe 930 is welded to the member-side sup- 
porting part 970. 

[0099] The pipe 930 has the same structure as the 
pipe 630 of the third embodiment. The pipe 930 is 
formed by bending a cylindrically elongated member 
with the appropriate diameter and thickness selected on 
the basis of necessary strength. As mentioned as to the 
pipe 630, the first and seconds ends 930A and 930B of 
the pipe 930 are inserted respectively to the bushing- 
side and member-side pipe insertion holes 960 and 980 
and are welded thereto. 

[01 00] The first and the second stays 800 and 900 can 
be manufactured more easily than when manufactured 
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by drawing. Furthermore, it is possible to reduce cost of 
the material, the cost for forming and for preparing a die, 
thereby increasing the productivity.. 
[0101] In the first stay 800 as mentioned above, the 
bushing-side fitting 810 extends in a direction crossing 
the central axis of the first end 830A with an inclination 
not making a right angle, the body frame-side fittings 
820 has the orbital opening, and the end of the pipe 800 
is passed through the opening. Therefore, it is possible 
that the first ends 830A can hold the bushing-side fitting 
810 at a predetermined position, and the second end 
830B can hold the body frame-side fitting 820 also ata 
predetermined position. Therefore, the welding opera- 
tion of the bushing-side and the frame-side fittings 810 
and 820 to the pipes 830 is easily carried out. Thus, the 
productivity of the first stay 800 is drastically improved. 
[0102] It is obvious that the second stay 900 has sub- 
stantially the same effect, so that the explanation there- 
for is omitted. 

(Fifth Embodiment) 

[01 03] Fig. 1 0 is a schematic bottom view of the vehi- 
cle at a back side for explaining a supporting structure 
of sub-frame as a fifth embodiment, and Fig. 1 1 is a view 
of a part shown in Fig. 10 seen from the direction of an 
arrow P. 

[01 04] I n Figs. 1 0 and 1 1 , members corresponding to 
those in the third or fourth embodiment are indicated by 
the same reference numerals, and detailed explana- 
tions of the common members are omitted. The charac- 
teristic aspect of the fifth embodiment is that the second 
stays 900 in the fourth embodiment are replaced by a 
second stay 100 formed as an integral body . The sec- 
ond stay 100 extends in the widthwlse direction between 
the main frames 2, and a center part of the second stay 
1 00 with respect to the widthwise direction is fixed to the 
lower face 6a of the body cross member 6. 
[0105] In the fifth embodiment, the second stay 100 
is composed of a pair of bushing-side fittings 1 01 , a body 
frame-side fitting 102 and a pipe 103, 
[0106] Similarly to the fourth embodiment, each of the 
bushing-side fixation fittings 101 is formed by bending 
a planar member to have a bushing-side fixing part 1 04, 
and a bushing-side supporting part 105 with a bushing- 
side pipe insertion hole 106. The bushing-side fixing 
parts 104 are fixed to the lower edges of the inner cyl- 
inders (not shown) of the bushings 40. Each of the bush- 
ing-side supporting parts 1 05 is obtained by bending up- 
wardly the brushing-side fitting 101. The bushing-side 
supporting part 105 extends in directions crossing the 
center axis of an end 1 03A of the pipe 1 03, with the in- 
clination not making a right angle. The bushing-side pipe 
insertion hole 1 06 is an opening formed on the bushing- 
side supporting part 1 05 in the form of orbital. The end 
1 03A of the pipe 1 03 is inserted to the bushing-side pipe 
insertion holes 106 and the pipe 103 is welded thereto. 
[0107] The body frame-side fixation fitting 1 02 is also 



formed by bending the planar member and includes the 
member-side fixing part 106 and a member-side sup- 
porting part 107. The member-side fixing part 106 is 
fixed to the body cross member 6 with the lower face 6a 
s being contacted with a face of the member-side fixing 
part 106. The member-side supporting part 107 is ob- 
tained by downwardly bending the body frame-side fit- 
ting 102 and is integral with the member-side fixing part 
106. The member-side supporting part 107 is fixed by 
welding to a part of the outer periphery of the pipe 103 
at a center with respect to the width. The member-side 
fixing part 1 06 has the penetration hole. An Installation 
bolt 1 08 is inserted to the penetration hole for fixing the 
pipe 1 03 to the body cross member 6. 
[0108] The pipe 1 03 is formed as an integral body by 
bending the cylindrically elongated member with the 
predetermined diameter and thickness selected on the 
basis of a required strength. The pipe 103 has a gently 
bent shape with intermediate part between the ends 
103A and the center part 103B curved to the rear side 
of the body.. 

[0109] Each end 101 of the second stay 100 is sup- 
ported on a lower edge of the elastic bushing 40 provid- 
ed on the main frame 2 via the bushing-side fitting 1 02, 
and the center part thereof with respect to the vehicle 
width is supported on the lower face 6a of the body cross 
member 6 by the body frame-side fitting 102. 
[0110] With the above-mentioned structure, the 
strength of the second stay 100 in the widthwise direc- 
tion is increased, and the supporting strength of the 
elastic bushings 40 in the widthwise direction is also in- 
creased. Accordingly, it is possible to restrain the dis- 
placement of the rear side of the sub-frame 10 in the 
widthwise direction, and an improved drivability and sta- 
bility can be attained. Moreover, it is possible to achieve 
the installation of the second stay 100 to the body cross 
member 6 by the single installation bolt 108, whereby 
the members to be used are decreased in number, as- 
sembly is simplified, and the number of the manufactur- 
ing process steps is decreased. Thus, the productivity 
of the sub-frame support structure is improved. 
[0111] Furthermore, the first stays 500 and 800 and 
the second stays 600, 900 and 100 containing the bent 
pipes may have different forms as long as the stays are 
deformable by bending in appropriate directions when 
a load is applied to the stays from any direction. 
[0112] For example, it is possible to prepare at least 
one depression at a center part of a straight pipe on the 
lateral face as a weak portion so as to bend the pipe at 
the weak portion in a required direction when a load ex- 
ceeding a certain value is applied in a certain direction. 
It is also possible to use a round bar member instead of 
the pipe. 

[0113] Furthermore, it is possible to use the elastic 
bushings 30 and 40 in different numbers from the above 
description for supporting the sub-frame 1 on the main 
frames 2. It is also possible to provide the first stay 500 
and the second stay 600 on a single bushing, or some 
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bushings can be selectively used for supporting the 
stays 500 and 600. The locations to provide the stay or 
the longitudinal directions thereof are not limited to the 
above embodiments and the provisions are not only 
necessarily right and left symmetric, front and back but 
also symmetric. 

[0114] As understood from the above, the support 
strength of the sub-frame support structure of the 
present invention against a force applied in the longitu- 
dinal directions of the first stay and the second stay is 
increased because the lower edge of the elastic bushing 
and the body frame are connected with each other by 
the first stay which extends in the widthwise direction 
and by the second stay which extends along the body 
frame in a different direction from the extending direction 
of the first stay. Furthermore, it is possible to restrain the 
displacement of the sub-frame with respect to the body 
frame in the longitudinal directions of the first and sec- 
ond stays without Vibrations. Therefore, it is possible to 
maintain the excellent drivability and stability with the 
first and second stays set to appropriately have their lon- 
gitudinal directions. 

[01 15] Furthermore, by the sub-frame support struc- 
ture as the third to fifth embodiment of the present in- 
vention, it is possible to deform the stay by bending in 
a predetermined direction, when a force exceeding a 
certain value is applied from a predetermined direction. 
Therefore, it is possible that the initial function of pro- 
tecting the other equipment nearby can be maintained 
even when the stay is deformed by bending when the 
impact load is applied to the body. 
[0116] The invention being thus described, it will be 
clearly understood that the same may be varied in many 
ways. Such variations are not to be regarded as a de- 
parture from the scope of the present invention, and all 
such modification as would be easily understood to one 
skilled in the art are intended to be included within the 
scope of the appended claims. 



Claims 

1 . A supporting structure of a sub-frame for a suspen- 
sion system of a vehicle, comprising: 

a body frame (1) having a body frame lower 
face to be provided on a bottom face of a body 
of said vehicle; 

a sub-frame (10) for supporting suspension 
members, said sub-frame (10) extending in a 
widthwise direction and being provided at a 
lower position than said body frame (1); 
elastic bushings (30,40), each having an inner 
cylinder (31 ), an outer cylinder (32) and an elas- 
tic member (33) interposed between said inner 
cylinder (31) and said outer cylinder (32), said 
inner cylinder (31 ) having a vertically extending 
center axis, an inner cylinder upper edge and 



an inner cylinder lower edge, said inner cylinder 
upper edge being fixed to said body frame low- 
er face, and said outer cylinder being provided 
coaxially to said inner cylinder and fixed to said 
s sub-frame (1 0), said sub-frame (10) being sup- 

ported on said body frame (1) via said elastic 
bushings (30,40); 

at least one first stay (50) extending along said 
body frame from a first stay first end (51) to a 

10 first stay second end (52), said first stay first 

end (51 ) being supported on said inner cylinder 
lower edge, and said first stay second end (52) 
being supported on said body frame (1); and 
at least one second stay (60) extending along 

15 said body frame from a second-stay first end 

(61) to a second-stay second end (62) in a dif- 
ferent direction from said first stay (50), said 
second-stay first end (61) being supported on 
said inner cylinder lower edge, and said sec- 

20 ond-stay s econd end (62) being supported on 

said body frame (1). 

2. The supporting structure of a sub-frame as claimed 
in claim 1 , wherein said body frame comprises a 

25 pair of main frames, each extending in a lengthwise 
direction and spaced from each other in a widthwise 
direction, and a body cross member extending in 
said widthwise direction connecting said main 
frames, 

30 said at least one first stay comprising a pair of 

said first stays, and said first stays respectively ex- 
tending along said main frames, each of said first 
stays having said first stay first end supported on 
an inner cylinder lower edge, and said first stay sec- 

35 ond end supported on one of said main frames, and 
said at least one second stay extending along 
said body cross member in a vehicle widthwise di- 
rection, said second-stay first end being supported 
on an inner cylinder lower edge, and said second- 

40 stay second end being supported on said body 
cross member. 

3. The supporting structure of a sub-frame as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein said sub-frame includes a sub- 

45 frame front part and a sub-frame rear part, 

said elastic bushings being provided on said 
sub-frame front part and said sub-frame rear part, 
each of said first stays connecting an inner 
cylinder lower edge of one of said elastic bushings 
so provided on said sub-frame front part and one of 
said main frames, and 

said at least one second stay comprising a 
pair of second stays, and connecting an inner cyl- 
inder lower edge of one of said elastic bushings pro- 
55 vided on said sub-frame rear part and said body 
cross member. 

4. A supporting structure of a sub-frame comprising: 
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a body frame having a body frame lower face 
to be provided on a bottom face of a vehicle 
body, said body frame comprising a pair of main 
frames, each of said pair of main frames ex- 
tending in a lengthwise direction and spaced 5 
from each other in a widthwise direction, and a 
body cross member extending in a widthwise 
direction connecting said main frames; 
a sub-frame for supporting suspension mem- 
bers, said sub-frame extending in a widthwise io 
direction and provided at a position below than 
said body frames; 

elastic bushings, each having an inner cylinder, 
an outer cylinder and an elastic member inter- 
posed between said inner cylinderandsaid out- 15 
er cylinder, said inner cylinder having a vertical- 
ly extending center axis, an inner cylinder upper 
edge and an inner cylinder lower edge, said in- 
ner cylinder upper edge being fixed to said body 
frame lower face, and said outer cylinder coax- 20 
ially to said inner cylinder and fixed to said sub- 
frame, said sub-frame being supported on said 
body frame via said elastic bushings; 
a pair of first stays respectively extending along 
said main frames, each of said first stays having 25 
a first stay first end supported on an inner cyl- 
inder lower edge, and a first stay second end 
supported on one of said main frames; and 
a second stay extending along said body cross 
member in a widthwise direction as a single 30 
body in approximately a straight line form, a first 
end of said second stay being supported on an 
inner cylinder lower edge provided on one of 
said main frames, a second end of said second 
stay being supported on an Inner cylinder lower 35 
edge provided on another of said main frames. 

A supporting structure of a sub-frame comprising: 

a body frame having a body frame lower face *o 
to be provided on a bottom face of a vehicle 
body; 

a sub-frame for supporting suspension mem- 
bers, said sub-frame extending in a vehicle 
widthwise direction and provided at a position 45 
below than said body frames; 
at least one elastic bushing having an inner cyl- 
inder, an outer cylinder and an elastic member 
interposed between said inner cylinder and 
said outer cylinder, said inner cylinder having a 50 
vertically extending center axis, an inner cylin- 
der upper edge and an inner cylinder lower 
edge, said inner cylinder upper edge being 
fixed to said body frame lower face, and said 
outer cylinder provided coaxially to said inner 55 
cylinder and fixed to said sub-frame, said sub- 
frame being supported on said body frame via 
said at least one elastic bushing; and 



at least one stay extending along said body 
frame lower face from a first end to a second 
end, said first end being supported on said in- 
ner cylinder lower edge, and said second end 
being supported on said body frame, and said 
at least one stay is to be deformed by bending 
in a predetermined direction when a load is ap- 
plied to said at least one stay from a predeter- 
mined direction.. 

6. The supporting structure of a sub-frame as claimed 
in claim 5, wherein said at least one stay comprises 
a bushing-side fixation fitting supported on said in- 
ner cylinder lower edge, a body frame-side fixation 
fitting supported on said body frame, and a elongat- 
ed hollow member having a first end connected to 
said bushing-side fixation fitting and a second end 
connected to said body frame-side fixation fitting. 

7. The sub-frame support structure as claimed in claim 
6, wherein said elongated hollow member has a 
bent shape so that a center part between said bush- 
ing-side fixation fitting and said body frame-side fix- 
ation fitting is dislocated by bending from a point on 
a straight line defined by connecting said bushing- 
side fixation fitting and said body frame-side fixation 
fitting. 

8. The sub-frame support structure as claimed in claim 
6 or 7 wherein said elongated hollow member has 
a weak portion at a center part between said bush- 
ing-side fixation fitting and said body frame-side fix- 
ation fitting, said weak portion being deformable to 
bend in a predetermined direction when a load is 
applied to said at least one stay from a predeter- 
mined direction. 

9. The sub-frame support structure as claimed in claim 
6, wherein said bushing-side fixation fitting compris- 
es a fixing part, a supporting part and an insertion 
hole, said fixing part fixed to said inner cylinder low- 
er edge, said supporting part being integral with 
said fixing part, and extending in a direction which 
crosses a central axis of said elongated hollow 
member, said insertion hole provided on said sup- 
porting part for accepting said first end of said elon- 
gated hollow member and being subjected to weld- 
ing. 

10. The sub-frame support structure as claimed in claim 
6, wherein said body frame-side fixation fitting com- 
prises a fixing part, a supporting part and an inser- 
tion hole, said fixing part fixed to said body frame, 
said supporting part being integral with said fixing 
part, and extends in a direction which crosses with 
a central axis of said elongated hollow member, 
said insertion hole provided on said supporting part 
for accepting said second end of said elongated hol- 
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low member and being subjected to welding. 

1 1 . The sub-frame support structure as claimed in claim 
6, wherein said at least one stay connects said inner 
cylinder lower edge and said body frame, at least 
one of said first end and said second end of said 
elongated hollow member being located at a posi- 
tion lower than a center part of said elongated hol- 
low member between said bushing-side fixation fit- 
ting and said body frame-side fixation fitting. 

1 2. The sub-frame support structure as claimed in claim 
6, wherein said at least one stay comprises at least 
one first stay and at least one second stay, 

said at least one first stay extending along 
said body frame, said bushing-side fixation fitting of 
said at least one first stay being supported on said 
inner cylinder lower edge, and said body frame-side 
fixation fitting of said at least one first stay being 
supported on said body frame, 

said at least one second stay extending along 
said body frame in a different direction from said at 
least one first stay, said bushing-side fixation fitting 
of said at least one second stay being supported on 
said inner cylinder lower edge, and said body 
frame-side fixation fitting of said at least one second 
stay being supported on said body frame. 

13. The sub-frame support structure as claimed in claim 

12, wherein said body frame comprises a pair of 
main frames, each extending in a lengthwise direc- 
tion and spaced from each other in a vehicle width- 
wise direction, and a body cross member extending 
in a vehicle widthwise direction connecting said 
main frames, 

said at least one first stay comprising a pair of 
said first stays, and said first stays respectively ex- 
tending along said main frames, each of said first 
stays connecting said inner cylinder lower edge and 
one of said main frames, and 

said at least one second stay extending along 
said body cross member in a vehicle widthwise di- 
rection and connecting said inner cylinder lower 
edge and said body cross member. 

1 4. The sub-frame support structure as claimed in claim 

13, wherein said sub-frame contains a sub-frame 
front part and a sub-frame rear part, 

said at least one elastic bushings comprising 
elastic bushings provided on said sub-frame front 
part and elastic bushings provided on said sub- 
frame rear part, 

each of said first stays extending in a length- 
wise direction connecting an inner cylinder lower 
edge of one of said elastic bushings provided on 
said sub-frame front part and one of said main 
frames, and 

said at least one second stay comprising a 



pair of second stays, and each of said second stays 
extending in a vehicle widthwise direction connect- 
ing an inner cylinder lower edge of one of said elas- 
tic bushings provided on said sub-frame rear part 
5 and said body cross member. 

15. The sub-frame support structure as claimed in claim 
12, wherein said at least one second stay extends 
along said body cross member in a vehicle width- 

10 wise direction as a single body in approximately a 
straight line, a first end of said second stay being 
supported on an inner cylinder lower edge provided 
on one of said main frames, a second end of said 
second stay being supported on an inner cylinder 

'5 lower edge provided on another of said main 
frames. 
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